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the clear income arising from the land, 
than for government to have a share 
of the land itself, a-, was the case in 
Egypt, or a part of the produce, as 
practised by the Chinese and He- 
brews. 

One object 6f the labours of the 
class was to produce designs for me- 
dals, to commemorate the grand events 
of the times. Two opposite opinions 
have arisen on this point. Some of 
the members are for exhibiting these 
in a figurative or emblematic manner, 
conformably to the principles generally 
admitted by artists, without any regard 
to times, places, or parsons. Mr. 
Duponl, who is of the opposite opi- 
Jtiou, has exhibited his reaons in two 
papers. He contends, that they should 
lie completely historical, and that 
they should convey to all ages an ac- 
curate idea of the event, and of the 
time and place. 1 he inscriptions there- 
fore should be in French; and all the 
accessories, as well as the costume, 
should be faithful records of our arts, 
sciences and manners. Thus the an- 
cients did, and we, while we blinJly 
copy them, without adopting their 



principles, stick to the dead letter, 
and neglect the spirit of their practice i 
In his second paper Mr. Dfipont, ap- 
plies this theory to some of the me- 
dals proposed. 

The class not adopting the ideas of 
Mr. Dbpont, Mr. Quatremere de Quin- 
cy has written a long paper in defence 
of the opposite theory . 

Many other papers, the Beporter, 
Mr. (jingueiie, passes over with barely 
mentioning them, : as a Geographical 
and Historical Memoir on the Island of 
Salamis, by Mr la Porte -riu-Theil, in- 
tended as part of a larger work : an Ac- 
count of the Tomb of •Mausoiu*. by Mr- 
de Sainte-Croix, likewise a Fragment: 
Observations on the Zodiac of beudera, 
by Dupuis, printed separately, and 
New Explanations of the Chronological 
and Mythological Zodiac, by the same : 
au Inquiry into the Origin, Hinory, 
and Literary Labours of the MantehoU 
Tartars, by Mr. Laugles, intended for 
separate publication: and a General 
Introduction to the lirst part of a His- 
tory of Modern Literature, which Mr. 
Giiiguene is preparing to publish. 
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iddviceand Directions to IJat:kney Coach- 
men, including time Practical Hints 
to Drivers \h general, togetlter wtt/t 
incidental allusions to several oilier 
elevated Characters, i'imo. p.p. 63 
Dublin : Martin, 1809i price Is. $d. 

MANY attempts have been made 
to imitate Swift's popular pam- 
phlet of advice: io Servants, and some 
of them not without success. Among 
others we remember one addressed 
lb Soldiers, which, though writteu by 
a person who had never' been in a 
military capacity; when read to a . 
superannuated veteran, bad such an ef- 
fect on him that he was highly de- 
lghted, and cried out "this tellow 
knows us as well as ourselves." Were 
we to judge in the same manner of 
trie present production, .we would be 
strongly induced to thiik that the 
author was in the habit of familiar 
intercourse with the class that he 
addresses. It has some wit, ibiefl/ 

tiELFAST irfAO. NO: XI. 



of that broad kind, for which the 
lower classes ill this country are so" 
famous, a great deal of cant collect- 
ed chiefly from the slang of hackney 
drivers, and so far it deserves credit", 
as these are necessary to mark the 
character of an Irish coachman, but 
it- is in several places" very gross, 
and in one or two almost bordering 
on the obscene. . ' 

Yet.it may not be without its use. 
Swift's intention was to correct errors by 
exposing t.'iem. He wished either to 
direct tue servant to what he ought 
to do by telling him the contrary 
ironically, or -to put the employers 
on theft guard by publishing those 
little frauds and knaveries, which, 
though some of them are too dull, 
and and others too negligent to de- 
tect, can be easily seeu through, b/ 
such' as have been put on their guard.- 
Some of the tricks of hackney -drivers! 
are 'here exposed in tb'e saint way f 
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and as most of these are played off 
on us country bumpkins, who are 
not up to the town, a few hints might 
not be without their use to us, when, 
travelling in Dublin, were the^y told 
in a manner that did not occasionally 
excite our disgust Tot our part, we 
freely confess that we are decided 
enemies to such books as must be 
crammed into our pockets whenever 
our wives or daughters turn the 
handle of the door/ and are rather 
ill inclined towards those' in which 
when reading to a female audience, 
we come" unexpectedly to a full stop, 
and are obliged to turn over a page 
or two, and get ourselves out of the 
scrape as well as we can, with " well 
let's see what comes next;" 

The greediness of hackney coach- 
men is their most remarkable quality 
and of course most dwelt upon here, 
it is so proverbial, that there is a 
story current of two gentlemen, one 
of whom having said that it was im- 
possible to satisfy them, the other 
proposed for a bet to prove the con- 
trary. He accordingly took a coach 
off the stand, and having driven one 
or two streets, gave the driver a gui- 
nea. The fellow looked at it, and 
instead, of offering to give change, of 
even to put it in his pocket and thank 
his employer, followed him with his 
hat in his hand; "Please your hon- 
our, wont you allow me something 
to drink \" 

Their tricks to extort an extra ten- 
penny, are very humorously described. 

" When you wait upon a gentle- 
man who happens to be in a violent 
hurry to his dinner where he expects 
to be too late; , if by the way of be- 
ing particularly clever, and to pre- 
vent any scrimmage with you- in his 
friend's hall, he pays you a shabby 
fare in Ins own; grumble and, abuse 
as. much and as long as you can with 
safety to yourself ; always keeping 
the fear of God aud the Alderman 
before your eyes, on such occasions. 
But if the fellow is hard hearted, and 
wont listen to reason, take the rascal 
at least half a mile round, and drive 
him by act of parliament ; that is to 
say at tire rate of two miles and a 
half an hour. First mistake the street, 
and then the house ; when you are 
*St right, - give half a do2e& of the 



loudest and genteelest hackrieyman's 
whoops in driving up to fee door, 
so that the company who are done 
their dinner may hear you distinctly, 
and not mistake the vulgar gingle of 
a jotelt, for/ the fashionable rattle of 
a gentleman's chariot. If it fains, stop 
obliquely in the gutter, and as far 
from the door as you decently can, 
slap down Jour whip on the roof of the 
coach with as loud a report as comes 
from the mouth of a six-pounder ; a- 
ligtft and knock at the door as if the 
knocker slipt out of your fingers; 
open your coach,' arid let down your 
step with as much; harmony, as if you 
were emptying a ckrt, load of paving 
stones, follow your man into hie hall 
and halfway into the dinner parlour, 
dunning his honour all the while for 
an extra tenpenny for your expedition. 
If his pride or bis passiou gets. the 
better of him, and he gives you a 
bang that knocks a parcel of your 
teeth down your .throat, I prondunce 
you a lucky dog : your fortune is 
made in a crack. Prosecute the pal- 
try rascal for an assault, tip the foot- 
man of the house share of a pot and 
he will be your witness, vociferate in 
the hall till the gentleman of the 
house sends you "some silver to get 
rid of you ; then mount your box, 
denouncing terrible vengeance, and 
drive off, roaring as loud as if every 
bone in your carcass was broke — " 

It is not to .be expected that a 
writer of this stamp will confine his 
whip to the beasts he is driving, and 
not give a lash en passant, to what 
ever ties in his way. Among others 
we find a severe cut at a body well 
known aud much spoken of (though 
not always in the most lavish terms 
if approbation) in Dublin. 

" Never demand your fare, my 
lads, from any of their worships, the 
pplice magistrates in Clarendon-street. 
All is not lost, let me tell you, Jhat 
a friend gets, and an acquaintance at 
court :may be often useful to a hack- 
ney coachman in adversity." 

Another hint of the same nature 
deserves a little more consideration, 
arwe are all more or less concerned 
in it, and it were well, if it were 
thought upon by these against whom 
it is levelled. It is well known thaf 
by an' okl 'rule in the Dublin col 
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lege the gates are locked every night 
at a quarter after twelve precisely, 
after which hour none of the students 
who may have transgressed the proper 
time for retiring home, are permitted 
to enter until live the next morning, 
during which time, they are left to 
shift for themselves. It is needless 
to add that there are in so large a 
city, many convenient houses, where 
young men who have plenty of mo- 
ney, or in default of that, valuable 
articles of dress, may be accommo- 
dated with a nighfs lodging ; that the 
reception they meet with is such as 
seldom fails to induce them to re- 
new the visit, whatever aversion they 
may have conceived against such 
places, from former report, and that 
at suph late hours persons are to be 
found? whose sole employment is to 
allure young men thus circumstanced 
into such receptacles. 

" At ap advanced hour of the night, 
and long after common working hours, 
an industrious hackneymen miay let 
lodgings to very considerable advan- 
tage. The first floor of a hackney- 
coact), though unfurnished, often proves 
very acceptable quarters, to small fa- 
milies thai can nud no better ac- 
commodation, and to idle college 
boys, who are very wisely locked 
out of their chambeis by the monks 
of trinity, for the purpose of improv- 
ing their morals." 

It is worthy of remark that these 
monks of trinity, the Professors, or 
as they are styled in that seminary, 
the fellows of the college, not having 
the same regard to the improvement 
of their own morals, are admissible 
at all hours, this however is a privi- 
lege seldom taken advantage of, as 
most of them have wives and families 
in the city, where they reside, and 
leave the interior of the college to 
take care of itself. 

There is one part of this pamph- 
let peculiarly exceptionable and merit- 
ing the strongest reprobation as it dis- 
plays a licentiousness oi the press, not 
only contrary to its true liberty but 
subversive of it, and which like all 
other political abuses of the same na- 
ture must tend to the destruction of 
that liberty of which it makes a bad 
use, we mean the custom of dragging 
before the public, private characters, 



or even the private life of public 
characters, in which the public has no 
concern and therefore no right to in- 
spect. This custom, we believe was 
hrst brought into vogue, by a certain 
ill-natured, though witty pamphlet, 
called " Familiar Epistles, &c." which 
was written for a local purpose in 
Dublin, but is now well known through 
all parts of the kingdom. We name 
it not now to deprecate the main in- 
tention of the writer; this was good ; 
the Dublin stage had fallen into a 
most contemptible state of insipidity, 
and it required the strongest, and 
most active remedies tp rouse it from 
its lethargy. If thefefore tiie stage 
is. tp Be* considered, as one of the 
engines for improving the public mani 
ners, such, an attempt to bring it into, 
action", is jraise-wortjiy, ]Seit{ier do. 
we wish to depreciate its njerit* 
which is now established by one of the 
strongest proofs, that, ©fits being read 
and approved of by tbosj? who never 
saw the" persons introduced into it, and 
are slightly, if at all acquainted with 
most ot the circumstances alluded to ; 
but we blame the introduction of 
private anecdote, as faulty in itself 
as an arbitrary exertion of power 
which no, writer ought to exert. In 
the " Familiar Epistles" it was but 
slight and incidental, but being sanc- 
tioned by the merit and success of the 
other parts, it gave a handle to others, 
who possessed his spleen, without his 
abilities. They soon seized upon it, 
and by imitating the Ohly part they 
were., capable of imitating, gave then 
insipid productions a degree of tem- 
porary vogue, depending on the. en- 
couragement of the worst passions, 
that has excited a succession of wri- 
ters of the same stamp. Every writer 
Of honour, every reader of eandour 
or feeling, or even common honesty, 
every man who is averse to have iiis 
little weaknesses or defects, or even 
personal deformities exposed, ought 
to set }iis face against such an put- 
rage against the private rights of in- 
dividuals. In, the present publication 
this principle is professed in the title 
page, by the expression of " inciden- 
tal allusions to several elevated cha- 
racters." It is thrown out as a lure 
for purchasers, which proves that the 
evil has made some progress. Yet- 
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here it has not even the excuse of 
doing evil that good may come (rum 
it, of acting the part of an intellect* 
ml physician, by publishing accounts 
of the diseases of individuals for the 
public benefit, for .when we look in- 
to the Work itself for these elevated 
characters who are ushered in with 
such verbose pomp, nothing is to be 
found but a very frigid witticism on 
the length of Ponsonby's hose, and on 
the recorder of Dublin, who, we are 
told, " piques himself upon the pe- 
culiar beauty of his countenance."— 
Jn another part, indeed, we meet 
with Lady Asgili, and a person styl- 
ed "the "Major of all the Majors," 
by whom we suppose is meant Char- 
les Henry b'irr, the thief-taker. They 
jnay perhaps be public characters, 
put if ttyey are looked upon as ele- 
vated Characters in Dublin, we can 
only say that the difference of one 
degree of latitude makes a very great 
change in the signification of a word. 



We have dwelt at some length on 
an insignificant production; if indeed 
any production' can be called by such 
a name, which may be the cause of 
much good or harm ; a trifle such as 
this will fall into the hands of many 
whose ideas will unavoidably receive 
some bias from the perusal ; and it is 
therefore ourwish toiiave thepress, the 
Irish press so immaculate that nothing 
can meet the eye of the meanest, the 
lowest of our countrymen, that may 
not have a tendency to improve their 
hearts. An inspection of penny ballads, 
would not be Without its use. Q. 



T/ie Irish Chieftain and his Family. 
By theodore Melville, 4 vols. VJmo. 
p.p. 7b3. London, 180<>. Price, 
20s. 

THE Reader who forms the least 
expectations on opening these vo- 
lumes, will be least disappointed on 
closing them. 
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